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The Phillips Collection Presents Bernardí Roig: The Head of Goya  
 

Created during the COVID-19 lockdown, Roig’s drawings are a powerful meditation on life and death and 
the mystery of Francisco José de Goya’s decapitated head. 

  

 
 
WASHINGTON, DC—The Phillips Collection presents never before seen drawings by Spanish artist 
Bernardí Roig (b. 1965) who, while confined to his home in Binissalem, Mallorca, Spain during the global 
COVID-19 pandemic, created 55 drawings, one a day, inspired by the lost, severed head of Francisco 
José de Goya (1746–1828). They were drawn as Roig struggled to process the uncertainty of living in a 
world where people were physically isolated—cut off from the social body—and dying. Bernardí Roig: 
The Head of Goya is on view through July 7, 2024, in the museum’s Second Floor, Annex Galleries.  
 
Goya was the most important Spanish artist of his time, painting lavish portraits of Spanish nobility and 
harrowing scenes of the country’s ongoing social and political turmoil. Goya’s body was discovered 
headless, in 1888, when it was exhumed in Bordeaux, in preparation for reinterment in Madrid. Roig’s 
intense and expressive drawings are meditations on the grotesque and unexplained dismemberment of 
Goya’s body.  
 
“Roig’s deeply personal enterprise connects us to the past by inviting viewers to explore and find 
comfort in universally relatable expressive impulses,” writes Vradenburg Director & CEO Jonathan P. 
Binstock in the catalogue. “For those artists, including Roig, who find their rightful home within Duncan 
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Phillips’s collection—a testament to the founder’s earnest appraisal of the value of the artist’s hand and 
the marks it makes— the past is alive, it is present, it is to be wrestled with and lived in.” 
 
While living in isolation during the lockdown, Roig reflected on the legacy of artists in troubled times, 
and specifically those artists whose humanistic depiction of pain and suffering spoke to the present 
moments. Among them was the haunting example of Goya. With an obsessive fervor, Roig drew Goya’s 
missing head for 55 consecutive days, his mind spinning with the possibilities of where it had gone and 
why.  
 
“Artworks uphold the presentness of whoever is looking at them,” says Roig. “The gaze is not innocent; 
it’s made of memories, and it holds millions of gazes within. During the pandemic, we had a way of 
feeling fear that was new to us, and now we have new scars. They aren’t better or worse than the scars 
of earlier eras, but they are ours.” 
 
In this special installation, guests will be immersed in The Head of Goya drawings as they fill a gallery, 
arranged like a frieze to echo their diaristic feel and to document the progression of Roig’s artistic 
process. The gallery will also include The Phillips Collection’s The Repentant Saint Peter (c. 1820–24) by 
Goya to invite a conversation between these artists across time. The Phillips previously presented 
examples of Roig’s sculpture in his 2014/15 Intersections project, NO/Escape. This series is the fourth 
work by Roig to enter the collection.  
 
ABOUT BERNARDÍ ROIG 
Bernardí Roig was born in 1965 in Palma de Mallorca, and currently lives and works in Madrid and 
Binissalem, Mallorca. His multi-disciplinary work (sculpture, video, graphic, painting, and writings), with 
elements of minimalist and conceptual art, are subtle reflections on isolation, lack of communication, 
and desire. His obsessive and disturbing creations can be understood as embodiments of loneliness, 
expressing the urge to “speak despite the impossibility of speech” and to find figures and images for an 
age of uncertainty.  
 
CATALOGUE 
The exhibition is accompanied by an illustrated, bilingual catalogue by The Phillips Collection, with a 
foreword by Vradenburg Director & CEO Jonathan P. Binstock, an interview with the artist by Assistant 
Curator Camille Brown, and a text by the artist. The publication is available at the Museum Shop or 
shopphillipscollection.org. 

EXHIBITION SUPPORT 
The exhibition and publication were made possible thanks to the generous support of Beatriz and 
Graham Bolton. 
 
IMAGES: Bernardí Roig, The Head of Goya, 2020, Set of 55 drawings, Charcoal, wax, and graphite on 
paper, 16 x 12 in. each, Gift of Beatriz and Graham Bolton, 2020. 
 
IMAGE GALLERY 
High-resolution press images are available upon request. Please contact lcantrell@phillipscollection.org. 
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ABOUT THE PHILLIPS COLLECTION 
The Phillips Collection, America’s first museum of modern art, was founded in 1921. The museum 
houses one of the world’s most celebrated Impressionist and American modern art collections and 
continues to grow its collection with important contemporary voices. Its distinctive building combines 
extensive new galleries with the former home of its founder, Duncan Phillips. The Phillips’s impact 
spreads nationally and internationally through its diverse and experimental special exhibitions and 
events, including its award-winning education programs for educators, students, and adults; renowned 
Phillips Music series; and dynamic art and wellness and Phillips after 5 events. The Phillips Collection’s 
extensive community partnerships include Phillips@THEARC, the museum’s satellite campus in 
Southeast DC. The Phillips Collection is a private, non-government museum, supported primarily by 
donations. 
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