
“Being around like-minded professionals, being surrounded 
by the art of the Phillips, taking home tools for advocacy 
( id  t ) ll    d  d  (video, reports)– all gave me courage and a renewed sense 
of mission for the work.”

–Forum evaluation comment

90% of attendees rated their experience at the Forum    
“8 or higher” on a scale of 1-10. 8 or higher  on a scale of 1 10. 
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WHO CAME?
170 participants from 17 states, from California to Mississippi, explored the theory and 
practice of arts integration over the two-day Forum. It was an exciting dialogue with a 
balanced representation of 19% art teachers, 41% classroom teachers (74% from public 
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schools), and 40% stakeholders and change agents such as museum educators, school 
administrators, and policy makers, including the U.S. Department of Education and National 
Endowment for the Humanities leadership. 

The President’s Committee on the Arts and Humanities recently called for the 
expansion of arts integration practice in K-12 education in its report Reinvesting 
in Arts Education: Winning America’s Future through Creative Schools. At the Forum, 
Rachel Goslins, executive director of the President’s Committee, presented 
new research demonstrating the positive impact of arts integration on K-12 
education. 

WHAT IS ARTS 
INTEGRATION?
Arts integration blends the 
teaching of art and other 
core curriculum areas (such 
as language arts, science, and 
social studies) in a symbiotic social studies) in a symbiotic 
way that enhances learning 
in all subjects. 

Speakers also included Eric Booth, a leading advocate on arts integration who 
roused educators with inspirational and practical information to take back to 
the classroom, and acclaimed neuroscientist Rex Jung, who shared his new 
research on the neuroscience of creativity and implications for arts integration. 



EXPERIMENT STATIONS
Educators tinkered and tested arts 
integration through “experiment stations” 
led by national best-practice K-12 educators 
from The Phillips Collection’s Mentor 
Teacher Program. Attendee evaluations 
indicated that these hands-on opportunities 

TESTING NEW IDEAS
A d  l d h  Philli ’  “P i  f A  I i  T hi  F k”    f i  

indicated that these hands on opportunities 
to take small risks with new ideas was a very 
valuable component of the Forum.

Attendees analyzed the Phillips’s “Prism of Arts Integration Teaching Framework” an emergent set of strategies 
designed to help educators develop and evaluate arts-integrated lessons and curricula. Participants were active 
collaborators refining the Prism framework by testing, discussing, and editing hands-on activities and focus groups. 
One teacher said, “I was surprised that The Phillips Collection presented us with a draft and encouraged feedback on the
prism framework.” Another commented, “First time I had a professional development training that walked the talk.”

HOW DO I DO THIS IN MY COMMUNITY?HOW DO I DO THIS IN MY COMMUNITY?
The Forum addressed teachers’ lingering question: How do I do this in my community? 
Attendees learned that arts integration was not only possible, but that they had the power to 
make it probable. They heard first-hand accounts from arts integration teachers and 
administrators who overcame hurdles to implement arts integration in their schools. They 
brainstormed how they might use the advocacy tools provided by the Phillips, including the 
new arts integration advocacy video Teaching through the Prism of Arts Integration.

Using interactive voting keypads, we learned that the 
likelihood of attendees to present to policy-making 
groups (school board, city council), the most difficult 
but also the most impactful form of advocacy, doubled
from 12% to 24%. 

MAKING AN IMPACT
In post-program evaluations, attendees were asked, “What one 
word describes your experience at the Forum?” This word-map 
shows participants’ responses. The size of each word indicates 
its frequency in evaluations.

CONNECT
www.phillipscollection.org/prism
Contact teachers@phillipscollection.org or 202-387-2151, x372 for a detailed Forum report.  


